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Yearly
Highlights

Community  
workshops  
and presentations

School 
incursions

Which  
Bin?

Most popular sessions:

58 Recycle Relay

45 Beeswax Wraps

41 Papermaking

233 number of school incursions

6,673 number of participants  
including teachers and parents

Most popular sessions:

25 Community events

18 Which Bin presentations

9 Beyond the Kerb tours

7 Beeswax wraps

71 number of sessions and events

5,282 number of participants

557 queries

3.3 average minutes per call

60+ Registered 
Road Watch 
groups

700+ Volunteers

365kg of litter

145km Covered

137 Bags of litterRoad Watch

Wipe out 
Waste

13,560 students

1,175 staff

51  metro sites 27  regional sites

22  new sites
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Minister’s
Report

In the past 12 months our response as  
a government and a society to work towards 
achieving net zero emissions by 2050 has 
been gathering pace. As the community 
expects more action and leadership from 
government, we continue to push further 
up the waste management hierarchy (avoid, 
reduce, reuse, recycle) in our efforts for  
South Australia to lead the nation on 
transitioning to a more circular economy. 

The government, via Green Industries SA (GISA) is now 
commencing the development and consultation phase of our 
next 5-year state waste strategy, with a view to setting higher 
targets and bolder goals for how we envision South Australians 
will recover, recycle, reuse and repurpose materials from 2025 to 
2030 to accelerate the move towards a more circular economy. 

The Waste to Resources (Environment Protection Policy) gives 
the regulatory framework required to South Australia’s waste 
management objectives which are outlined in the 5 year waste 
strategy. There have been significant changes to the waste and 
resource recovery sector and operating environment since 
the policy was first established way back in 2010. The policy 
needs modernising to ensure it better contributes to the state’s 
commitments to the circular economy and net zero emissions  
by 2050 target, both of which we know are inextricably linked.  

The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has recently 
commenced a review process by releasing a discussion paper 
which is open for consultation until 20 December 2024. 

With this important focus on recovering and recycling as much as 
possible from the materials we buy, in May 2024 South Australia 
ran the largest textile collection event in the country at eight 
sites across metropolitan Adelaide. The event was held as part 
of Green Industries SA’s partnership with innovative Australian 
textile recyclers Blocktexx, eight local councils and The Bedford 
Group, with a commitment to more sustainable pathways for 
textiles, to divert this material away from landfill and back into a 
raw material for use in a circular economy.

In September 2023, yet more single-use plastic products were 
added to our banned items list, as we said farewell to plastic 
cotton buds, pizza savers and plastic bowls and plates. In 
September 2024, the largest range of single-use plastic items 
since bans began in 2021 were added to South Australia’s nation 
leading bans, with major changes for single-use plastic coffee cups 
and single-use plastic takeaway containers and single-use plastic 
shopping bags. Reusable or compostable alternatives are now 
leading the charge against single-use plastic items being wasted or 
littered and resources lost. In many cases these single-use plastic 
items only had a lifespan of 12 minutes before being disposed of. 
It is gratifying to see the willingness of South Australian businesses 
and the community to embrace this change towards a more 
resource-conscious and sustainable approach.

Green Industries provides support to KESAB to deliver their 
Wipe Out Waste (WOW) schools program, engaging in hands 
on schools-based waste reduction and circular economy 
education. Green Industries SA’s statewide recycling education 
program ‘Which Bin’ is supported by a phone hotline staffed by 
KESAB, providing householders across South Australia with a 
point of contact to get accurate and localised information on 
best practice recycling and bin behaviour to increase resource 
recovery and reduce contamination.

KESAB’s Wipe Out Waste program complements their 
other programs and resources through their long-standing 
partnership with the Department for Environment and Water 
and Green Adelaide.

KESAB is a valuable non-government partner and stakeholder 
for many government departments, providing independent 
insight and collaboration as members of several key consultative 
groups including the Single-use Plastics Stakeholder Taskforce, 
the Container Deposit Scheme Reference Group and the EPA’s 
Circular Economy and Waste Reference Group.

I would like to acknowledge the passion and commitment of the 
tireless volunteers engaged in the KESAB Road Watch program 
for the work they do with the support of the Department for 
Infrastructure and Transport, cleaning up the state’s highways, 
enhancing amenity as well as protecting the wildlife and 
continuing to champion South Australia’s reputation as a clean, 
green and sustainable place to live and work.

I would also like to acknowledge Professor Jodie Conduit who 
is my representative on the KESAB Board of Directors, and 
the dedicated people across South Australia supporting the 
important work undertaken by KESAB.

Hon. Dr Susan Close, MP 

The Minister for Climate,  
Environment and Water
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Chair’s
Report

The 2024 KESAB Annual Report showcases 
the diverse scope of engagement that the 
organisation has continued to have with the 
community and stakeholders it serves. 

The maturity of KESAB programs and their delivery demonstrates 
the role we have assisting with the implementation of 
sustainability in the community. This is a credit to Wendy and 
her staff. This year KESAB has engaged with both regional and 
metropolitan South Australia to achieve our objective “to lead 
and inspire improvement, preservation, and protection of the 
environment, through education and positive behaviour change”.

Together with delivering on established valued partnerships 
with government, the 2023-24 year has also been one of looking 
for new niches for KESAB to develop. As a community, South 
Australia is challenged to look for new ideas to maintain its 
leadership role in sustainability and litter management which  
is the envy of other states. The Board has shown great 
enthusiasm for KESAB’s role to support leadership directions 
in the circular economy and sustainability, realising that 
development of innovative programs may take more than  
a budget year to do. The Board’s diversity of skills and areas  
of expertise add to the forward thinking of KESAB  
as a community educator and advocate.

The call for progressive policy has been answered by 
Government’s willingness to extend the action of waste 
segregation, reduction of the use of single-use plastic, 
encouraging a circular economy and a target of zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

The South Australian waste objectives are being reviewed 
in both the GISA 5 Year Strategic Plan and the regulation of 
waste management being put forward in an EPA discussion 
paper. Both consultation processes KESAB looks forward 
to contributing to both consultation processes, as we 
welcome this step for South Australia and the engagement of 
community commitment.

By setting this direction and examples, KESAB will continue 
to develop its education and data measuring programs 
tangible for the community to implement and improve South 
Australia’s environment performance for a sustainable future.

Ros De Garis 
Chair
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CEO’s
Report

2024 marked four years since I took the  
helm of this remarkable not-for-profit 
organisation, stepping into a role which has 
deep linkages across community, education 
and environment sectors and, of course,  
with waste and resource recovery industries. 

Over that time the KESAB team, including the Board of Directors, 
established a new Strategic Plan and we commenced an ongoing 
program of increasing our community profile, strengthening 
relationships across all government and industry partners, 
modernizing business operations, developing new sustainability/
circular economy education programs/products into new sectors, 
as well as ensuring ongoing financial stability and growth as  
a not-for-profit non-government organisation. 

The 2023-24 financial year was another positive one for KESAB. 
I am proud of the ongoing long-term partnership with Green 
Industries SA who provide the financial support that enables 
KESAB to deliver its successful Wipe Out Waste (WOW) program 
free to SA schools, as well as the Which Bin hotline.

The WOW model engages with education sites to avoid/reduce 
waste and improve resource circularity. The work WOW does 
engages students to think deeply about their choices, collaborate 
with the student community and take their learnings home. 
Long-term education and behaviour change requires a joined-up 
approach and combination of methodologies and approaches 
and WOW plays a part in that. I am pleased also to congratulate 

Josh Wheeler for his recent appointment as incoming CEO of 
Green Industries and look forward to strengthening our continued 
partnership with SA.

KESAB continued to host the Green Adelaide central team 
in partnership with the Department of Environment and 
Water. It was pleasing to see the growth and success of their 
new Sustainable Schools program, the ever-popular Youth 
Environment Council and the re-establishment of our natural 
synergies and collaborative opportunities across education sites.

The volunteer driven Road Watch program continued over the 
year, enabling the roadside clean ups and supported by the 
Department of Transport and Infrastructure.

The KESAB Education Centre (hosted with support of and  
at IWS Wingfield) continued to attract many attendees. I am 
pleased to say a newly renovated Education Centre, located  
at Statewide Recycling and supported by them, is set to re-open  
at the end of 2024.

KESAB continued its direct work with local Government and 
business partners in metropolitan and regional areas, tailoring 
bespoke programs to meet their education and environmental 
priorities, including onsite audits and the rollout of weekly FOGO. 

KESAB was pleased to strengthen its work with the City of Unley and 
launch a newly developed and comprehensive education program 
with East Waste schools. More detail is in this Annual Report.

KESAB has a wide range of programs and products which  
provide considerable value-add to each, and to our partners.  
Our individual programs add value to Wipe Out Waste and  
our connections across Green Adelaide provide conduits for 
school communities to fully embrace an environmental culture 
change at their sites. Our links with business and community  
and our work in data collection, including comprehensive waste 
audits, bin inspections and community outreach all serve to 
underpin individual tailoring of our education and behaviour 
change programs and their continuous review and improvement. 

KESAB continued its role as a key stakeholder in policy and 
legislative review and reform over the year, including the banning 

of single-use plastics, ongoing reform of the Container Deposit 
Scheme, review of the EPA Environment Protection Policy and 
commencement of consultation regarding formulation of GISA’s 
next Waste Strategy. We are always pleased to be involved  
to collaboratively strive for some of these critical and, in some 
cases, long overdue, policy changes. 

There is of course always more to do and things we could do 
better. Looking forward, next year promises to be another big  
one, as we develop KESAB’s next Strategic Plan – to commence  
in 2026 – and look towards that year when KESAB will celebrate its  
60th Birthday. A new KESAB website will also launch in early 2025. 

‘Do the Right Thing’ was a one of the first advertising campaign 
slogans of KESAB back in the 1980’s and has set the scene for  
the deeply collaborative and ethics driven culture that continues 
to drive everything KESAB does. Proudly bi-partisan and apolitical, 
we have one clear purpose that underpins all our work with  
our government, community and our industry partners, and the 
broader SA community – to drive positive environmental change. 

The continued shared success of KESAB and the high regard 
in which I believe we continue to be held is due to both this 
overarching purpose and integrity, but also by the genuine 
commitment and pioneering culture of the small team that  
goes above and beyond every day. I thank them, as always.

KESAB is fortunate to have a qualified, diverse and supportive 
volunteer Board of Directors who believe in the work KESAB  
does and champion our cause. I also thank them. 

Thank you to KESAB’s partners, stakeholders and the wider waste 
industry. As a not-for-profit, we simply cannot do this work without 
the financial, and other support, of our partners and members.

This year we have presented our Annual Report in digital format 
only, saving resources used in printing copies. I invite you to read 
this report and to appreciate the breadth and reach of the work 
KESAB does and the achievements over the past year.

Wendy Bevan 
CEO
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Wipe out
Waste
KESAB has continued to evolve Wipe out 
Waste (WOW), placing a stronger emphasis 
on making it a student-led, solutions-focused 
educational resource that encourages 
whole-site ownership in addressing resource 
management issues.

The WOW Bin Materials Audits conducted at schools across 
SA increased the involvement of a larger number of students 
per site, to routinely involve between 60 and 200+ students 
per audit, actively engaged in sorting their bins, discovering 
contamination and misuse issues, and proactively working  
to find solutions.

In response to the Department for Education (DfE) rollout  
of new bin systems to public primary and secondary schools  
in SA, the WOW Bin Systems Assessment was adapted for  
those schools into a Bin Usage Assessment. Existing BMA’s 
continued in non-public schools. 

These assessments routinely involved the student leaders  
and student EcoTeams, with an aim to leading active mentoring 
by WOW staff to help the student teams communicate  
issues and involve their fellow students in behaviour change.  
A guided walk-through of sites allowed students and WOW 
staff to observe contamination issues and work together 
on suggestions to improve material separation and student 
engagement. 

For educators, the Resource to Engagement Map was 
produced in August to provide a simplified outline of the 
WOW program. Additionally, the Litter and Single-Use Plastics 
unit of enquiry was rewritten to improve academic rigour and 
relevance, embed higher order skills practice, and align with 
the 5E’s framework for inquiry. This was released in time to 
support the 2023 round of Single-Use Plastics (SUP) bans.  

DfE-specific information was incorporated into all  
staff meeting presentations and student leadership 
training events.

The WOW website was extensively updated and 
reorganised, presenting program options as a more 
organised flow of relevant categories – Beginning, 
Incursion programs, Professional Learning and 
Downloadable Resources. The website received 6,787 
visits from 5,254 users, with the majority visiting the 
Resources pages and Nude Food activities.

This increased student involvement, improved contact 
and promotion, and both regional and metropolitan 
tours of the WOW show in association with Bright 
Spark Entertainment, resulted in significantly increased 
engagement with the program, with 14,735 students  
and staff in 2023-24, including 600 members of the 
public at the Victor Harbor Science Fair. 

13,560 students

1,175 staff

51 metro sites

27 regional sites

22 new sites

Engagement and Awareness 
Shows in schools 
Shows at public events

Waste avoidance knowledge 
Assembly presentations and Less to Landfill introduction 
Public events and Science Fairs

Site-specific knowledge and action 
Student involvement 
Bin Materials Audits 
Litter Less and other workshops

Systems / Management awareness and engagement 
Bin Systems and Usage Assessments 
Student-led problem solving 
Off-site educator conferences and PD

Deep learning, behaviour changes 
On-site EcoTeam and Student Leadership workshops 
On-site staff professional learning and support

Fast Facts

8,538  
Students and staff

3,651

1,891

334

321
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Wipe out
Waste

Across the three days of Science Alive!, visitors interacted with 
rolling demonstrations through the day. The crowd size at the 
booth during the demonstrations varied from 5-20, and the 
demonstrations effectively built interest. A miniature trommel 
and mini-bin games operated, attracting attention and sparking 
conversations that helped attendees understand the reasons 
behind source separation. Key topics of conversation for visitors 
were soft plastics (disposal and alternatives), lids (plastic and 
metal), tetrapaks, FOGO, electronic materials, and engaging 
school-age children.

Other WOW supported events

Yorke Peninsula Field Days

The WOW program and ‘Which Bin?’ held a stall for three 
days at the biennial Yorke Peninsula Field Days in Paskeville, 
26-28 September. This event attracts approximately 30,000 
visitors. Over 1,000 ‘Which Bin?’ magnets were handed out with 
accompanying conversations, 570 to representatives from 32 
different regional and metropolitan councils, with information  
on the WOW program and regional tours for attending teachers.

Professional development  
and student leader focus

WOW offered advice and mentoring to student EcoTeams  
and Sustainability Committees at 25 education sites.  
KESAB staff worked with student leaders in 2024,  
participating in systems assessments and training sessions.

New presentation materials were created to facilitate education 
site staff meetings, incorporating elements of the ‘What Next?’ 
and ‘EcoAction Team’ professional learning programs are in 
development. Existing ‘Which Bin?’ style content was updated  
to accommodate the new Department for Education bin systems 
and include information on resource recovery and processing.

Golden Grove High School students attended what is usually 
an educator-only Professional Learning Tour. These student 
leaders are a part of the sustainability committee and  
involved in peer education as part of their leadership role. 

Science Alive! 2023

WOW engaged with students, teachers and members of the 
public at the annual Science Alive! event in the Royal Adelaide 
Showgrounds, the largest science fair in Australia. The first 
day of the three-day event, the STEM Day Out, was open to 
school groups and attracted 4,200 students and teachers. The 
public portion of the event saw more than 7,300 visitors on the 
Saturday, and more than 9,200 on Sunday. 60% of respondents 
to the Science Alive! visitor survey stated that the event made 
them more aware of organisations supporting STEM in SA. 

The KESAB/WOW stand interacted with hundreds of students 
and teachers during the STEM Day Out portion of the event. 
15 new education sites were added to the mailing list seeking 
specific information on the WOW program, and 50+ general 
flyers and leaflets were handed out to teachers, with students 
taking more. More teachers attended over the weekend, taking 
flyers and discussing the specific context of their sites and how 
WOW could help.

Royal Adelaide Show

WOW staff delivered a ‘Which Bin?’ public information presentation 
at the Royal Adelaide Show – a 30 minute speaking slot for  
a crowd of approximately 100 attendees. WOW information and  
a Nude Food activity were also included on the Marine Discovery 
Centre’s (MDC) stall at the show.

Litter Less

The Litter Less Program was developed for students in Years  
4-7 through a sponsorship arrangement with Mars Wrigley. 

In 2023, the Litter Less program was brought under the WOW 
banner to complement the program, while also seeking a new 
naming rights sponsor. This highly popular classroom session 
teaches students how to identify litter and litter issues and  
how to plan and implement strategies to reduce it.

Over the financial year, 963 students and teachers were involved 
with the Litter Less program, across 22 sessions.

Ten sessions (involving 281 students/teachers) were delivered as 
hands-on school incursions with students conducting a sample 
litter audit at their school to identify common types and locations 
of litter. Following this, they collate their data and brainstorm 
solutions to what they have discovered during their audit.

12 sessions were delivered at the MDC, to 682 students and 
teachers. During these sessions, KESAB uses resources from 
the Litter Less microsite to demonstrate how litter can move 
around the greater environment and the impact on the marine 
environment. Students then collaborate to find ways to reduce 
litter their school looking at the whole waste hierarchy. Packaging 
free lunches are a common suggestion.

The Litter Less microsite is free to access via the KESAB website 
and contains a unit of work to introduce the topic of litter and 
littering issues that can be delivered over 12 lessons. There are 
activity sheets, animations, an audio book, and more to support 
the resource, kesab.asn.au/litterless

8
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Which
Bin?
The Which Bin? hotline information service is 
an important part of the State Government’s 
‘Which Bin?’ campaign which provides SA 
residents with up-to-date and relevant 
information about how to effectively and 
correctly manage their waste and recycling. 

KESAB continued to manage this hotline on behalf of Green 
Industries SA and has done since April 2016. 

Volumes and topics of calls to the hotline are recorded which 
provides valuable insights and data into trends, concerns and 
topical waste and resource recovery issues.

‘Which Bin?’  
Hotline Calls  

2023-24

1% Business Enquiry

25% Other Enquiry

20% Dry Recycling 4%  Electronic Waste

3%  Hazardous Waste

8% Organics

0% CDL 10c Recycling

1% Soft Plastics

22% Waste Landfill

8% �Special Waste (X-Rays  
and Light Globes, etc)

8% �Hard Rubbish  
or Transfer Station
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KESAB Education
Centre

In its fourth year of operation, the KESAB Education Centre 
(KEC) maintained a pattern of strong demand over the 2023-24 
financial year.

Generously supported by Integrated Waste Services (IWS)  
and located on-site, KESAB’s ongoing partnership with IWS has 
continued to bring schools and community members to the 
KEC, to gain a better understanding of sustainability, resource 
recovery and waste reduction.

Students from Reception to Year 12, as well as community 
groups, visited the highly experiential learning environment.

Activities at KEC include; the ‘House of Stuff’ introducing 
students to the 3 kerbside waste streams, the ‘Compost Loop’ 
which emphasises the circularity of the composting process, 
‘Metal Recycling’ testing the physical properties of metals to 
explore why and how they are recycled, ‘Recycling in Action’ 
with a miniature trommel, demonstrating the physical process 
behind material separation and the Truck activity, which teaches 
students about how reducing our waste going to landfill also 
reduces our carbon emissions.

An excursion to KEC includes a visit to the viewing platform at 
IWS which overlooks the sorting shed and is a hugely impactful 
visual for all visitors. Visits also include tours of other local waste 
facilities in the precinct including Jeffries (composting), Electronic 
Recycling Australia and YCA Recycling (plastics).

Results of a teacher survey undertaken by KESAB at the end of 
the 2023 school year showed that the Centre was well-regarded 
and the KEC excursion was a valued part of waste education.

Education Sessions

59 number of sessions

1,951 total visitors

‘�We value KESAB very much and their 
commitment to schools. Without their 
support, our work at schools would  
be much harder.’

‘�The kids had an absolute blast, so thank  
you so much for providing such an 
engaging, educational, and fun day! 
We went to the playground afterwards 
and they all just wanted to keep talking 
about rubbish, plus being very strong-
willed about telling their parents they 
need to do better.’ 

“

“

‘��Throughout the excursion, 
KESAB’s educators emphasised 
the environmental impact of 
waste and the role each individual 
plays in creating a sustainable 
future. The students left with 
a deeper understanding of the 
three Rs – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
– and a renewed commitment to 
implementing these practices  
at school and home.’
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East Waste
Schools Program
KESAB welcomed the opportunity to re-focus 
waste and resource recovery education for 
East Waste across their member Councils for 
the 2024 school year.

The new East Waste Schools Program provides deeper 
engagement with one school from each East Waste council  
for the entire school year. It also aims to connect school learning 
to family and household behaviours.

The focus of the 2024 program was food waste reduction and 
diversion and this was reflected through the sessions offered  
to schools and families. Schools nominated and were selected to 
provide a mix of public/private, smaller/larger schools and schools 
at different stages along their waste management journey.

The program has a focus area by term:

•	 Term 1 – Orientation and baseline data collection
•	 Term 2 – Student and family engagement
•	 Term 3 – Data collection and learning consolidation including 

the student-led development of a video showcasing learnings 
and a video competition.

•	 Term 4 – Showcase and nominations for next program

This program is complemented by the Green Industries SA (GISA) 
funded Wipe Out Waste (WOW) program, hence deepening and 
broadening engagement and providing a considerable value-add 
for each. Highlights included:

•	 Birdwood Primary School – Engaged with the wider school 
community via the very popular Birdwood Farm Day.

•	 Magill School – Six classes of Year 4s took part in organic waste 
audit activities and participated in discussions around food 
waste, embedded resources and plastics contamination.

•	 St Monica’s Parish School – EcoTeam students presented the 
results of the Bin Materials Audit to the school board (parents, 
staff and school leadership) to make the case for the creation 
of an Environmental Action committee.

Additionally, KESAB concluded delivering sessions to East Waste 
schools (incursions and excursions) on a by-request basis to the 
end of the 2023 school year.

KESAB acknowledges the student-produced video concept 
is based in part on ‘Resource Rhymes,’ a resource education 
program by Sarah Bruns.

11



Waste
Education
School incursions

School incursions: 233

Students, staff and parents engaged: 6,673

Over the year, KESAB’s education team delivered 233 school 
sessions to 6,673 students, staff and parent volunteers.  
This figure includes sessions delivered in Out of School Hours 
Care (OSHC) settings.

All KESAB school sessions incorporate physical movement and 
hands-on experiences, based on the knowledge that ‘learning  
by doing’ improves learner engagement and retention.

Our most popular session continues to be our Recycle Relay, 
where students work in relays teams to sort real items into 
landfill, recycling and organics bins. After the relay, the contents 
of the bins are examined, with ‘tricky’ items discussed as a group.

Other popular sessions included Papermaking, Beeswax  
Wraps, Journey Of My Food and our Early Years-focused 
Recycling Rhythms.

We introduced three new incursions, which were delivered  
to more than 600 students:

•	 Bin Blitz – an interactive presentation for staff and students  
in support of the new departmental bin systems.

•	 Metal Properties and Recycling (suitable for Years 4-6).

•	 Metals and the Circular Economy (suitable for Years 7-10).

The last two being sessions investigating the properties of metals 
for value, use and recycling.

A new incursion focussing on ‘food cycling’ is in development,  
to be launched in the coming financial year. 

Community sessions and events

Community sessions and events: 71

Community members engaged: 5,282

KESAB’s engagement with community extended from the  
Eyre Peninsula to the Riverland, from the Spencer Gulf  
to the Murraylands, and across the Greater Adelaide region.

We delivered community education via workshops, presentations 
and community events, through a mix of council contracts and 
on-request arrangements.

KESAB attended 25 events across the state, including key events 
for local community such as the Yorke Peninsula Field Days,  
the Kapunda Country Show and the Flame Festival in Moonta.

Our most popular workshop was our Beeswax Wrap Workshop, 
where participants make personalised wraps to take home,  
while learning about ways to reduce packaging and plastic, and 
the environmental impacts of purchasing decisions.

KESAB delivered 18 ‘Which Bin?’ presentations to 473 community 
members, providing an overview of what goes in each bin,  
the importance of recycling and composting and how to handle 
‘tricky’ waste items.

12



Council
Partnerships
KESAB continued its strong partnerships  
with councils across regional and metropolitan 
South Australia and welcomed a new 
partnership with the City of West Torrens  
in 2023-24.

Partnership deliverables are developed to meet the strategic 
priorities for each council. Individual agreements encompass 
a breadth of education and engagement measures for 
sustainability, waste management and resource recovery for 
schools, community and business. These measures are tailored 
to local needs and regularly evaluated and refined.

Our ongoing contracts include City of Unley, City of Whyalla, 
Copper Coast Council, Light Regional Council, City of Port 
Augusta, Port Pirie Regional Council and East Waste Member 
Councils (Adelaide Hills, Burnside, Campbelltown, Mitcham, 
Norwood Payneham St Peters, Prospect, Walkerville and Unley).

Additionally, we have scoped and delivered projects for City 
of Port Adelaide Enfield, City of Charles Sturt, Berri-Barmera 
Council, City of Tea Tree Gully and Adelaide Plains Council.

City of Unley 

School sessions: 20 
In addition to Unley sessions funded through East Waste –  
see separate section in this Annual Report.

Students and staff engaged: 567

Community sessions: 4

Community members engaged: 86

Building on our long-standing partnership, KESAB was excited to 
enter into the first year of a three-year waste education agreement 
with City of Unley. The agreement is an expansion of our 
partnership, providing dedicated support for City of Unley’s waste 
management and resource recovery plan. The new arrangement 
complements Unley’s ongoing commitment to waste education 
and incorporates a new model for delivery, involving a KESAB  
staff member hosted within the City of Unley offices.

The comprehensive agreement encompasses:

•	 Data collection through bin audits and inspections.

•	 School sessions complementary to the East Waste Schools 
Program.

•	 Community education via events and directly with households.

•	 Business education and support.

•	 Take the Pledge (focused behaviour change program).

Education was delivered via multiple channels throughout  
the Unley community, including schools, community events, 
doorstepping and support for local business. This multi- 
pronged approach worked to reinforce key messages that  
impact behaviour.

Community events included presentations and workshops  
at several Unley community centres, as well as great engagement 
at Unley’s annual ‘Spring Fling’ event.

Unley’s enduring ‘Take the Pledge’ behaviour change program 
received an additional 163 registrations across the year, bringing 
total registrations to 1,979 households (approximately 11.4%  
of Unley households).

This year’s ‘Take the Pledge’ doorstepping campaign had a FOGO 
focus and was conducted over 5 days, reaching 747 households. 
Over this time, 535 information and tag packs were distributed 
and 80 households signed up to Take the Pledge. There were 
212 conversations with residents, focused on food waste, but 
also addressing questions on soft plastics, e-waste, and other 
tricky to recycle items.

As part of KESAB’s expanded activities, several specific pieces  
of work have commenced, focussing on:

•	 Waste separation at community events (through planning 
advice, direct food vendor support and on-the-ground  
‘bin-buddies’).

•	 Internal Council waste education efforts (through improved 
sorting and disposal, and eventual phase-out of non-reusable, 
recyclable or compostable materials at Council sites).

•	 Compliance with upcoming Single-Use Plastic bans.

KESAB is excited to realise the benefits of the new Unley 
agreement and delivery model, including a more integrated 
approach to waste education and waste management and 
resource recovery.

13



Port Augusta City Council

School sessions: 20

Students and staff engaged: 475

Community sessions: 4

Community members engaged: 432

The KESAB team continued building relationships with schools 
and community groups in Port Augusta. Interactive sessions  
and activities focused on effective use of the 3-bin system and 
equipped residents with the skills to divert more recoverable 
resources from landfill. Tackling contamination in co-mingled 
recycling and green organics bins and reducing overall waste 
generation were also important topics. 

KESAB made return visits to several schools who have 
participated in the program in previous years, providing 
opportunities to build upon existing knowledge and to  
engage with new students in the school communities. Sites  
also received Mini Bin Games to support students’ learning. 
KESAB also used time in regional areas to work with schools  
on Wipe Out Waste.

Proactive community engagement included participation  
in the Port Augusta Coast Care Community Day. The event 
attracted over 330 attendees who learnt about local marine 
environments and actions to protect them, including practicing 
proper waste management. KESAB looks forward to building  
on these valuable connections with the Port Augusta City Council  
and community in the 2024-25 period and beyond.

Whyalla City Council

School sessions: 4

Students and staff engaged: 115

Community sessions: 10

Community members engaged: 1,000+

KESAB supported Whyalla City Council in developing, launching 
and managing a new ‘Take the Pledge’ program. This program 
draws on Community-Based Social Marketing theory and 
encourages sustained behaviour change through asking 
residents for a ‘pledge’ to demonstrate their commitment to  
and understanding of effective resource management. The goal 
is to divert recoverable resources from landfill by putting all  
food waste in FOGO bins and all recyclables in co-mingled bins.

The program was officially launched at the Australia Day Picnic, 
through an information and activity stall run by KESAB and 
Council staff. Residents registering for the program were offered 
a kitchen caddy, a roll of compostable bags, and information 
about the three-bin system. Additional promotion and education 
occurred via radio and social media, presentations to community 
groups, and stalls at shopping centres and at events, including 
the Salty ‘Sea’esta Cuttlefest event in June. Kitchen caddies 
and compostable bags were received with an overwhelming 
enthusiasm, with supplies exhausted at each event. 

Over the course of the year, 500 households registered for 
the ‘Take the Pledge’ program, with seven selected as ‘winners’ 
during the first bin inspection rounds of the program. 

Council
Partnerships

Copper Coast Council 

School sessions: 10

Students and staff engaged: 260

Community sessions: 6 one day and 3 half day events.  
Includes 5 days – YP Field days (3) and Copper Coast show (2).

Community members engaged: 1,420

KESAB’s partnerships with Copper Coast Council for school, 
community and business resource recovery education and 
initiatives gained momentum this past year. KESAB visited schools 
to meet with staff, student groups and deliver papermaking  
(a great STEAM activity) and recycle relays to over 200 students 
which were well received. 

At the Copper Coast Show, bin banks were trialled with a 10% 
increase in resource recovery from the previous year. For the 
first time, KESAB also attended the biennial YP field days at 
Paskeville, which attracts up to 25,000 visitors. A trial with a 
Field Days food provider suggested large diversion to compost, 
10c and vendor recyclables is possible at the 2025 Field Days, 
especially with SA’s single-use plastic bans in place by then. 

Staff at the council-owned Wallaroo Holiday Park have 
implemented FOGO caddies in cabins, supported by fridge 
magnet information on arrival for guests. KESAB looks forward  
to following the progress of this trial. KESAB is also supporting 
Council’s events team to encourage attendees to divert organics 
and 10c containers. A Flame Festival Event at Moonta in May 
2024 achieved 75% diversion (by volume) – with 65% of materials 
destined for composting and 10% were 10c containers – collected 
by a local community group. A public place FOGO trial is being 
explored in collaboration with a number of local businesses  
to commence after September 2024 single-use plastics bans. 
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Council
Partnerships

Port Pirie Regional Council

School sessions: 10

Students and staff engaged: 323

Community sessions: 4

Community members engaged: 915

KESAB was pleased to continue to work with Port Pirie 
Regional Council, together with other rollout partners, 
supporting the successful roll-out of a weekly FOGO  
service in the region.

Based on KESAB audit data, the Council adopted the 
Sustainable Kerbside Service in March 2024 which KESAB 
supported before and during service change education.

KESAB engaged with the broader community at major events 
and provided drop-in information sessions as well as school-
based incursions. KESAB was to work flexibly with Council  
to create engaging educational videos and facilitated a 
community forum. Tailored educational mini bin games were 
delivered to all primary and secondary school sites within  
the region, including the Port Pirie and Crystal Brook libraries. 

KESAB was also pleased to be involved in local media articles 
and shared Council’s efforts at Local Government forums  
on behalf of Council.

KESAB was thrilled to see Port Pirie Regional Council win  
a Waste Management and Resource Recovery Award for  
their leadership for this successful rollout.

City of West Torrens

School sessions: 19

Students and staff engaged: 509

KESAB was engaged to deliver a school education program  
to sites in the City of West Torrens to support Council’s  
Waste to Resource Recovery Strategy 2022-32. 

Sites were able to access the full suite of KESAB’s incursion 
and excursion options and this program was very popular, 
with three early learning sites and two schools participating. 
KESAB is again offering this program in 2024-25.

Tenison Woods Catholic Primary School 

Tension Woods had every class in the school 
involved in a Recycle Relay session to support the 
introduction of their new classroom bins (organics, 
paper, and landfill) so students could feel confident 
in disposing of their items into the correct bins. 

They had planned to introduce the bins in Term 4, 
but the students were so keen to get started with 
the bins that they introduced them right away –  
a month earlier than planned!

Other popular sessions for City of West Torrens sites  
were Recycle Rhythms (for Early Years sites) and compost  
and worm farm sessions, where sites received support to set  
up systems to help manage food waste on site.

Light Regional Council

School sessions: 12

Students and staff engaged: 385

Community sessions: 8

Community members engaged: 700

The KESAB team worked with the Light Regional Council and 
schools to deliver educational outcomes via workshop sessions, 
providing education stalls at multiple major community events, 
handing out free kitchen caddies and rolls of compostable liners 
via community doorstepping, and a Kapunda Foodland stall  
to hand out more caddies.

Highlights over this 12-month period included having a presence 
at Kapunda and Freeling Football Club events, the Wasleys  
150 Year Anniversary celebration, the Kapunda Country Show 
and Christmas Street Party, as well as delivering doorstepping 
around the community to provide people with kitchen caddies 
and rolls of compostable liners. KESAB held a stand at the 
Kapunda Foodland store where there was great engagement 
with the local community to provide them with more caddies, 
liners, and FOGO-related materials.

KESAB delivered 12 incursions to Freeling Primary, Kapunda 
Kindergarten, and Roseworthy Primary. These included Beeswax 
Wraps incursions, Recycle Relays, wormfarm workshops, and 
papermaking sessions. Students learnt about sustainable living 
and ways in which they can care for their local environment  
and communities. 
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Business
Engagement
KESAB is finding that more businesses want 
to do the right thing in managing their waste 
and resources for moral, social and economic 
reasons. Businesses are recognising the 
importance of good waste management 
practice as a part of their sustainability efforts. 
This past financial year, KESAB was pleased to 
work with the following highlighted businesses. 

Adelaide’s Finest Supermarkets

KESAB has a long-standing relationship with Adelaide’s Finest 
Supermarkets (AFS) Frewville and Pasadena. Having provided 
audits, a sustainability plan and roadmap as well as community 
events/activations, KESAB is pleased to be offering ongoing 
consulting to action the pioneering sustainability goals.  
KESAB looks forward to continuing to support AFS on their 
ongoing sustainability journey, and innovative landmark 
development at Forestville.

RAA

RAA’s Climate Change Strategy incorporates United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals, including a commitment to ‘Zero 
avoidable waste to landfill’. RAA engaged KESAB to gather and assess 
baseline data and provide education and guidance, supported by a 
Green Industries SA (GISA) Assess-Implement-Monitor (AIM) grant. 
As a trial intervention, KESAB delivered a series of staff education 
seminars and workshops, alongside communication and signage 
advice and ongoing support. KESAB looks forward to continuing to 
support RAA’s sustainability efforts, with whom we enjoy a special 
relationship, as a founding member of KESAB.

Uniting Communities

Uniting Communities’ UCity site is South Australia’s first carbon 
neutral building and a 5-star Green Star performance rating.  
The mixed-use 20-story building has a focus on social impact,  
including environmental considerations. With an ambitious target 
of net zero by 2035, UCity engaged KESAB to identify waste 
management challenges and opportunities, with the aim of 
maximising correct bin use, reducing contamination and improving 
resource recovery. To achieve this, KESAB undertook an audit of  
the UCity site, followed by bin system assessment executive 
coaching. KESAB was also pleased to contribute as a panelist at  
a Uniting Communities’ Sustainability Session, in a discussion of 
single-use plastics and better waste avoidance and management.

West Beach Parks

With a 2022-25 Environmental Sustainability Plan and annual 
carbon analysis, West Beach Parks (WBP) continues to progress 
a number of sustainability actions. Working together, KESAB 
conducted bin systems assessments and bin materials audits  
to gather baseline data. A program of staff education across  
the site was followed by return audits, to compare outcomes.  
WBP has a proactive culture and KESAB enjoyed working  
with their team to not only deliver education, but also highlight  
their successes to the broader community, particularly  
through hosting the KESAB Awards at their site in April 2024.

Australian Institute of Architects SA

The Australian Institute of Architects SA Chapter, the peak body for 
architecture, engaged KESAB to deliver an industry specific waste 
and recycling tour in June 2024. With a focus on improving the 
built environment and raising design standards for positive living 
spaces, members gained valuable knowledge on household, 
business and commercial practices and visited three important 
sites in Adelaide on a facilitated half-day tour. The feedback was 
especially positive, with follow-up initiatives planned to share the 
learnings. KESAB looks forward to supporting increased circular 
procurement and better waste management in the sector.

BioPak 

In early 2024, KESAB contributed to a compostable packaging 
research study undertaken for BioPak, providing insights  
from our extensive community engagement and industry 
experience. KESAB will continue to advocate for packaging 
manufacturers to address the challenges and opportunities 
articulated by the study.

Yo-Chi

In March 2024, Yo-Chi engaged KESAB to conduct a bin material 
audit of waste at the Yo-Chi Norwood store. This store has a  
very proactive attitude towards waste management, transitioning 
to certified compostable wares well ahead of single-use plastic 
bans. Starting from an excellent baseline of low levels to landfill, 
and a comprehensive waste separation system (organic bins  
for both staff and customers, as well as recyclable and cardboard 
waste streams), the audit identified customer education as a 
key opportunity for further diverting recoverable materials from 
landfill. KESAB commends the management and staff at Yo-Chi 
Norwood for their commitment to continuous improvement  
of waste reduction and management.
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Industry
Partnerships

Sims Metal

Sims Metal and KESAB continued their long-standing and 
productive partnership over the past financial year. In 2023-
24, the primary focus was to educate students about the 
sustainability of metals recovery and recycling, through the  
Sims Metal school incursions, the KESAB Education Centre  
and the Sims Metal microsite.

Two separate Sims Metal classroom sessions were consolidated 
as two separate ongoing offerings in 2023-24: Metal Properties 
and Recycling (suitable for Years 4-6) and Metals and the 
Circular Economy (for Years 7-10). Each session is a hands-on 
exploration of how metal properties relate to recycling and the 
circular economy and has strong curriculum links – Properties of 
Materials and how those properties determine the use and value 
of the metals, and how the metals can be sorted and separated 
for recycling. 

The Sims Metal microsite continued to receive strong traffic  
in 2023-24, receiving 848 page views and 78 downloads.

Education efforts also involved community and business tours  
to provide a behind-the-scenes look at metal recycling at Sims.

Statewide Recycling

This year, KESAB’s strong partnership with Statewide Recycling 
focused on the planning and preparation for a relaunch of the 
Statewide Education Centre which has been closed since 2020.

The Education Centre will feature newly developed activities  
for students to explore questions including ‘Where does 
recycling our bottles and cans fit in the waste hierarchy?’  
and ‘What every day actions can students take to avoid,  
reduce and reuse our resources?’

Students will get ‘hands-on’ at the conveyer sorting activity  
and be quizzed by ‘Canny the Can’ via the Statewide microsite. 
They will have the opportunity to see Statewide Recycling sorting 
and processing in action, via newly installed viewing windows.

The refreshed Education Centre will be opening to classes  
in Term 4, 2024.
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Beyond the Kerb
Tours
KESAB conducted nine community tours  
and one business specific tour during the 
2023-24 financial year, and engaged 161 
people, including 13 from SA businesses. 

KESAB surveys showed that 90-100% of participants  
learnt something new and importantly something that  
they would share. 

KESAB was pleased to deliver an industry specific tour  
for the Australian Institute of Architects, to discuss  
specifying more sustainable options in their design  
and development of major built environment projects.

Destinations included:

•	 ReStore – building/hardware op-shop

•	 YCA Recycling – specialised plastics recycling

•	 Central Adelaide Waste and Recycling Authority (CAWRA) – 
materials recovery facility

•	 Sims Metal – recycling

•	 Jeffries Wingfield and Buckland Park sites – composting

•	 Integrated Waste Services – KESAB Education Centre

•	 Electronic Recycling Australia (ERA)

•	 My Grandma Ben – Sustainable Cafe

‘�It was very informative and gave one  
a huge appreciation and understanding 
of the recycling industry.’

‘�A big thank you for the marvellous 
journey you took us on to understand 
and explore recycling and waste disposal 
facilities – from the moment we stepped 
on to our bus you were a source of 
information, enthusiasm and energy.’

‘�Really enjoyed the day and now spreading 
the recycling word whenever we can!’

“

“

‘�I feel much more positive about what  
we are doing after this informative trip 
and also have a greater understanding  
of what needs to go where! Awesome.’

‘�From start to finish the process was 
fantastic. Humour, insight, passion, 
friendliness – all top notch. I’m very 
thankful to have been given the 
opportunity and I’m hopeful it will help 
me on my journey to increase society’s 
USE of recycled materials.’
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KESAB
Events
KESAB was pleased to be invited to present 
at multiple forums throughout the financial 
year, to share education and facilitate 
important connections.

LGA Practitioners Forum

In March 2024, KESAB partnered with the Local Government 
Association to deliver a Practitioners’ Forum focused 
on ‘Weekly FOGO’. Held at Local Government House, 
presentations were made by councils who had introduced  
a weekly FOGO collection, including Adelaide Hills Council, 
City of Holdfast Bay and City of Charles Sturt. This provided  
a valuable opportunity for practitioners to share the 
learnings of councils who had introduced this service 
change and highlighted the challenges and benefits of the 
different approaches used.

Wallaroo Legatus Forum

Northern Yorke Local Government Association (formerly known 
as Legatus) delivered a forum in partnership with KESAB  
to discuss the Group’s ‘Waste and Resources Recovery Strategy 
and Action Plan’. Government, processing facilities, researchers 
and educators presented to the group, followed by a discussion 
facilitated by KESAB. Key themes of the forum included: the 
visitor economy, illegal dumping, weekly FOGO service and  
the importance of research and education.

Caravan and Camping Show

KESAB’s Road Watch-Adopt A Road program shared their 
impact at the ‘Let’s Go: Caravan, Camping and Outdoor Show’ 
in February at the Adelaide Showgrounds. KESAB spoke to 
attendees about litter avoidance, responsible travel/camping 
and best practice waste management within a tourism 
environment. Our stall offered interactive education and 
provided opportunities to join the program.

Minister’s Breakfast 2023

The 2023 KESAB Breakfast with the Minister focused on  
the pervasive issue of soft plastics. The informative address 
by the Minister for Climate, Environment and Water was 
complemented by an interactive panel session including  
the Minister and a diverse group of qualified speakers:

•	 Laurie Kozlovic – Managing Director Sustainable Impact, 
Woolworths 360, ACCC Soft Plastics Taskforce

•	 Di Mantell – CEO Celsus @ the Royal Adelaide Hospital

•	 Mr Kai Hau – General Manager, YCA Recycling 

•	 Mr Richard Smith, AMCOR

•	 Minister Close

150 guests considered the issues of soft plastics across the 
entire waste hierarchy and were asked where they would  
spend their money if they had $100. Of the $8,200 allocated, 
more than half ($4,300) was directed towards Design and 
Extended Producer Responsibility, $1,825 to Education and 
Behaviour Change and the remained to Resource Recovery. 

It is pleasing to see attendance at the Minister’s Breakfast 
continue to grow, as KESAB aims to provide topics and 
discussions on issues relevant to its varied stakeholder groups.
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Over the 2023-24 financial year, KESAB’s 
experienced audit team conducted  
Bin Material Audit projects for a variety  
of clients including, but not limited to: 

•	 Adelaide Plains Council

•	 Port Pirie Regional Council

•	 Light Regional Council

•	 City of Port Lincoln

•	 City of Port Adelaide Enfield

•	 City of Unley

•	 West Beach Parks

•	 Yo-Chi

•	 UCity

KESAB also conducted waste audits on a number of multi-unit 
dwellings on behalf of local government partners as well as to 
business clients.

Waste audits follow the recognised Zero Waste (now GISA)  
audit methodology to collect, sort, measure, and record data 
across relevant waste streams.

Regular waste audits provide comparative data which is vital to:

•	 monitoring resource diversion and recovery performance 

•	 determining waste stream contamination levels

•	 developing education programs and campaigns to encourage 
and drive behaviour change

•	 making informed future policy decisions.

KESAB’s kerbside audits continue to highlight issues of incorrect 
separation and bin contamination across bin systems. Common 
issues are; organic waste and particularly packaged food in landfill 
bins, packaged food in green bins, other plastic and garden items 
in green bins; and bagged waste in recycling bins. Items which 
cannot go in any bin, including electronics, continue to be found. 
Batteries continue to be a huge problem and known fire hazard.

Tracking and improving food waste diversion remains a key 
focus for many Council areas. As such, the purpose of certain 
audits was to provide baseline data ahead of proposed system 
changes or trials (such as Food Organics Green Organics (FOGO) 
introduction or weekly FOGO trials), with the intention of future 
re-audits to assess the impact of changes.

Audits are valuable not only in assessing residential kerbside 
waste, but also in businesses and organisations. In these 
settings, Bin Systems Assessments (BSAs) conducted alongside 
an audit provides additional insight and enables informed 
decision-making regarding waste management and waste 
education for both staff and patrons. 

Critically, audit data allows KESAB to deliver more informed 
education programs and information which is tailored to 
each audience. When audits and education programs occur 
concurrently, key improvement opportunities and actions can 
be communicated directly to the community. 

Waste
Audits
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KESAB proudly hosts the Education Team 
for the central region of Green Adelaide 
through a long-term partnership with  
the Green Adelaide Board. 

Over the year, the new education program ‘Sustainable 
Schools’ continued to evolve and develop. This program’s 
vision is to create a diverse movement of nature stewards 
caring for the land. The Green Adelaide team facilitates 
activities that enable pro-environmental behaviour change 
through in-school education, on-ground environmental 
projects, youth programs including the Youth Environment 
Council and supported broader community engagement  
in sustainable actions and working with partners who  
have similar vision and values. 

Sustainable Schools

Sustainable Schools is a free program offered by Green Adelaide 
to help schools teach and connect to the natural world, lead 
informed action for the environment and enable active citizens.

Every school’s journey is different, but it can look like this:

•	 Developing a shared vision for what sustainability looks  
like and means to staff, students and the parent community.

•	 Investigating local wildlife and creating habitat in the school 
and beyond.

•	 Designing hands-on learning (e.g. building frog ponds  
or veggie plots).

•	 Empowering young leaders with values, knowledge and skills  
to make a difference for the environment.

•	 Linking with other schools to share stories, practices, progress 
and challenges.

•	 Accessing professional development, resources, equipment 
and programs.

Getting Started with Sustainability

The Green Adelaide team ran two professional development 
sessions aimed at assisting Early Years and Primary School  
sites to get started with sustainability.

The first event, designed specifically for Early Years sites, covered 
several key topics: gathering support and building a shared 
understanding of sustainability at their site, collaborating with 
children to support their voices, creating a community-inclusive 
plan, and accessing support and resources from Green Adelaide.

Attendees learned from Renown Park Children’s Centre about  
their sustainability journey, including current initiatives such  
as development of a bushtucker garden with Aboriginal elders, 
the community food bank and plant propagation.

The second event focused specifically on primary school 
audiences, hosted by Torrensville Primary School. Participants 
learned about their journey focused on waste and implementation 
of the new bin systems rolled out in public schools. 

Lee Harrison, KESAB Wipe Out Waste Coordinator, also attended 
illustrating the collaboration between KESAB’s WOW program 
and Green Adelaide across preschools and schools to achieve 
long-term sustainable outcomes.

Fast Facts

103 schools and preschools engaged 

through 149 events with 507 educators/school  
staff and 531 students

39 schools registered 

with the Sustainable Schools Program 

10 teacher training events

143 educators from 24 schools/preschools

7 Community events:

‘Wetland Wildlife Wonders’ in the southern 
parklands. 
‘Coastal Treasure Hunt’ beachcombing activity  
and ‘Frog-spotting’ family events 
Interactive displays at Science Alive 
Our Big BackYard (OBBY) 
Frogwatch SA community frog talks

7 Youth Environment Council (YEC) events:

End of Year Project Expo 
YEC Mentor Day 
Welcome Forum 
Outdoor Leadership Camp 
2 x online member catchups 
and Facilitated consultation for  
the Greater Adelaide Regional Plan.

Green
Adelaide
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Student Sustainability Tour 

As part of Green Adelaide’s commitment to supporting  
young people’s voices, a student-led showcase was held at  
St Michael’s College Campus. Youth Environmental Leaders (YELs) 
and students from three other schools shared sustainability 
initiatives. The YELs shared the history of their initiatives and  
how students are involved in the learning and upkeep of the 
school wetlands, school veggie garden and the chickens.  
St Michael’s staff shared their cooking curriculum and spoke 
of the benefits to students in seeing the loop of food scraps 
going to the chickens and worms. Visiting students then used 
school produce to cook a shared meal under the guidance of 
St Michael’s students and teachers. St Michaels youth leaders 
also showcased their recycling stations, which encourage and 
enable the school community to bring in their trickier items to 
be recycled. In the afternoon, the group moved across to the 
Senior Campus where the Senior Eco Squad led a tour of the 
Reflective and Eco-Squad gardens. Students planted a seedling 
to take back to their school to start their own reflective spaces, 
tried weaving with natural materials and learnt how to upcycle 
old t-shirts into pot plant hangers, bags, and other items.

Youth Environment Council of SA

The Youth Environment Council (YEC) has been running  
annually since 1997, enabling like-minded 11 to 17-year-old SA 
students to share their passion for the environment and take 
action in their local communities.

Green Adelaide staff delivered the YEC via leadership training, 
skill development, collaboration, project planning and mentoring 
projects to 46 students from 27 schools. A total of seven YEC 
activities were run during the financial year.

Consultation

In a partnership between Green Adelaide and the Department for 
Trade and Investment, YEC members were engaged in providing 
youth environmental perspectives to the development of Greater 
Adelaide’s 30 year plan, the Greater Adelaide Regional Plan (GARP). 
Eight members contributed to the discussion around what they 
like about their neighbourhoods, what they think might be missing, 
what they would like Adelaide to look like in 15-30 years, how we 
might respond to being more sustainable and resilient to climate 
change and what their concerns are for the future of Greater 
Adelaide. The YEC members ideas and feedback will be used  
to inform the GARP. 

This year members were also able to contribute to the  
‘Climate Conversations’ as part of the public consultation on 
climate change policy being developed by the Department  
for Environment and Water (DEW). Green Adelaide staff 
facilitated a Climate Conversation with YEC members to collect 
their ideas and provide feedback to DEW through YourSay.

Sharing and Celebration Forum 2023

YEC members participated in this event and showcased their year-
long projects with friends, family and invited guests. Members also 
took part in activities such as nature art using clay; making seed 
pods; undertaking a treasure hunt; and assessing habitat for birds, 
before sharing their projects. These projects included: raising 
awareness about bees; making their own sustainable beeswax 
wraps and beauty products; creating a documentary about a 
previous member and their environmental project; educating the 
community about the Red-tailed Black Cockatoo; revegetating 
habitats for birds; a litter clean-up of Little Para River; improving 
waste management at school; researching turtles in the Murray 
River; developing a school food garden; transforming waste 
materials into jewellery; and reducing urban heat.

Staff also facilitated a YEC review session for members to  
provide feedback on YEC. Members provided feedback about 
what the Council has meant to them, what must be maintained 
and potential improvements. This has provided staff with a fresh 
perspective on what the young people perceive as the most 
important elements and learning experiences. The feedback 
provided will be used to refresh and build a stronger, more 
supportive YEC program.

Mentor Camp 2024

The YEC uses an engaging peer-learning model, in which 
experienced YEC members support Green Adelaide staff  
to mentor their fellow YEC students. 

At the beginning of 2024, seven mentors met at the Adelaide 
Zoo to work with staff to plan the year’s activities and identify 
personal development areas, including self-confidence, 
leadership, public speaking and group work skills. 

The mentoring program is an integral part of training emerging 
leaders in the Youth Environment Council.

Green
Adelaide
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Welcome Forum 2024

This Welcome Forum, held at Belair National Park, allowed the 
2024 cohort of 41 high school students to meet for the first time, 
with some travelling from the Murraylands to the South East  
of South Australia.

The day was focused on the students getting to know each other, 
sharing information and stories about their local environments, 
experiences and passions, and thinking about the individual 
sustainability actions that they will work on in their schools  
and communities throughout the year.

This was enabled through a range of activities, which included 
team building and leadership exercises, sharing past project 
ideas, discussing the sustainability topics of interest and 
immersing in nature throughout the park through electives  
such as photography, bush walks, journalling and art.

Nature Connection and Leadership Camp

The annual YEC Leadership Camp was held at Arbury Park 
Outdoor School in the Adelaide Hills during the April school 
holidays. Green Adelaide and the school collaborated to deliver 
a program for YEC members to connect with nature, challenge 
themselves and think deeply about their goals.

Arbury Park Outdoor School contains a series of interconnected 
wetlands, native woodland and a revegetation area alongside 
Cox Creek. These outdoor areas provide places for students 
to deepen their knowledge of sustainability and increase their 
leadership, problem solving and team building skills.

In planning their projects, the students identified support 
networks, funding opportunities, and next steps to tackle 
important sustainability issues. Some project ideas included: 
revegetating local reserves to increase biodiversity; transitioning 
to low carbon foods in the school canteen; protecting a nearby 
creek by reducing litter and planting local species; investigating 
local impacts of microplastics in coastal ecosystems; working with 
community members to plant verges in urban areas; running  
a carp fishing event to educate the public about the impact  
of introduced fish; and creating a school vegetable garden.

A highlight was a presentation around the campfire from  
First Nations storyteller and educator Trent Hill. YEC members 
learnt about Aboriginal culture and connection to Country;  
were shown various tools and discovered their uses; and were 
treated to a traditional story and animal sounds played on  
the Yidaki (didgeridoo).

Other highlights included hearing Young Australian (SA) of the 
year Tiahni Adamson’s story; orienteering; a night frog walk 
where some of the students came face to face with a threatened 
frog species; planting at the YEC Landcare site along Cox Creek; 
hearing from others about their experiences volunteering; 
bushwalks; and building new friendships.

Green
Adelaide
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Key Partnerships and Events

The Green Adelaide team connects and partners with local 
government, non-government organisations (NGOs), businesses 
and State Government departments on projects to leverage 
support and resources available to schools and preschools  
to learn with their communities about living more sustainably. 
Over the last 12 months, Green Adelaide Education (Central 
Adelaide) staff worked with thirteen partner organisations  
on a range of activities. Some of these included:

FrogWatch SA

Green Adelaide staff member Steve Walker continued  
to coordinate and manage the highly successful FrogWatch  
SA program.

During the 2023-24 financial year, 699 surveys were submitted 
by 95 different participants and analysed. Recordings were 
made throughout much of South Australia, including in Adelaide 
and the Mount Lofty Ranges, Eyre Peninsula, Kangaroo Island, 
SA Murray Darling Basin, South East, and Yorke Peninsula.

17 different frog species or call races were detected, including 
three threatened species; the vulnerable Southern Bell 
Frog and the rare Bibron’s Toadlet and Smooth Frog. It was 
particularly gratifying to have received 59 recordings  
of the Smooth Frog (which, in South Australia, is restricted  
to the South East). Throughout all the years that FrogWatch  
SA has been running, there have only been 85 recordings  
made of this species. So, the number this year is exceptional.

As usual, most surveys were made in and around the 
metropolitan area. The most recorded species was the 
Common Froglet, which was detected during 4,277 surveys.  
This was followed by the Spotted Marsh Frog, 157 surveys, 
Murray Valley Froglet, 85 surveys, and the Eastern Banjo Frog, 
80 surveys. With the exception of the Murray Valley Froglet,  
all of these species have wide distributions throughout much  
of south eastern Australia and tolerate urbanisation quite well.

In early 2024, the Brown Tree Frog was reclassified, being split 
into three species, all of which are found in South Australia.  
Two of these, Mount Lofty Ranges Tree Frog (Litoria calliscelis) 
and Brown Tree Frog (Litoria ewingii) were recorded; 78 and  
72 recordings respectively.

A highlight for 2024 was the first seasonal census (winter).  
With support of our partners in regional SA, we asked people 
to make recordings in the first week of May. The promotion 
included numerous radio interviews and stories in print and 
online media, resulting in 137 submissions (and many more 
since). This was considered a great success for a season when 
few frogs are typically calling and represented a substantial 
increase in surveys for the same period in 2023 (29 surveys).  
As a result, we will hold a seasonal census in the first week of 
each season (September, December, March and May) to catch 
those species that breed outside the peak spring season.

Steve gave numerous presentations about local frog species 
and the FrogWatch SA program. These included sessions for 
the Northern Foothills Land Care Group; Urrbrae TAFE; SA 
Museum’s school holiday program; Junior Field Naturalists; 
Lockleys Ladies Probus Group; Second Nature Conservancy 
at Victor Harbor Library; Landscapes SA – Murray Lands and 
Riverland at the Renmark Riverfront Holiday Park; Mt Barker 
Scouts; Morphett Vale Woodcroft Community Garden Club; 
One Tree Hill Scouts; and the homeschoolers network at 
Balhannah. Steve also ran some walk and talk sessions for  
the City of Salisbury Family Fun Day at Carisbrooke Reserve.

Green
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Science Alive

Green Adelaide staffed a display at the three-day Science 
Alive! event. The display focused on creating a cooler, 
greener, wilder Adelaide, with elements incorporating 
urban heat mapping and tree canopy cover, native 
planting and biodiversity elements and National Park City. 
Day one was the school STEM Day, days two and three 
the community/family days. On the Friday, 4,208 students 
attended, and 16,601 visitors attended over the weekend. 
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Nature Festival

As part of the support for the Nature Festival, the Green Adelaide 
Education team in the central region facilitated four events.

Wetland Wildlife Wonders 

This attracted 26 participants to the Pakapakanthi Park Wetlands 
in Adelaide City. Staff led workshops to identify aquatic macro-
invertebrates, wetland birds and engaged the community on 
listening for frog calls. Amongst the observations on the day were 
water boatman, backswimmers, wood ducks with ducklings and 
dusky moorhen. 

Coastal Treasure Hunt

Participants learned about what had washed up at, or inhabits 
Henley Beach South and staff talked about local sea-grass 
replenishment programs. Participants were handed  
a Beachcombing ID chart and encouraged to look closely  
at the tidal pools and tide lines along the beach. 

Participants found or saw sea urchins, crab claws, cuttlebone 
with dolphin teeth marks, pufferfish, a variety of colourful 
coastal plants and sponges, and red-capped plovers. Plastics 
found provided the opportunity to discuss litter in the marine 
environment.

YEC Mentors Mural Making

With support from Green Adelaide Education Officers, four  
Youth Environment Council mentors ran a recycled materials 
mosaic making session at Campbelltown library.

The mentors gave a presentation about litter and the impacts  
it can have on wildlife before leading the participants through  
the activity, which demonstrated how you can use ‘rubbish’ 
in different ways, saving it from going straight to landfill.

Two panels were completed on the day and were designed to  
be hung at one mentor’s school, along with a third panel that  
will be created by students at the school, to form a large mural.

YEC Mentors Birds and Bugs

Five YEC Mentors ran a bird walk and water bug hunt at 
Laratinga Wetlands in Mt Barker. Attendees gained an 
understanding of birdwatching, why it is fun, and how different 
habitats suit different birds.

As well as common species such as Pacific Back Ducks,  
Purple Swamphens, Welcome Swallows and Australasian Grebes,  
participants saw rarer birds, including the Speckled Duck, 
Baillon’s Crake, and nesting Australian Reed Warblers. 

Participants used nets to sample the wetlands for 
macroinvertebrates, transferred them to trays of water, and 
observed them closely to see what the wetlands have to offer.

The Mentors helped the younger children catch, spot and  
identify the different creatures.

Green
Adelaide
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Youth Voice for the Environment 

Youth Voice for the Environment event was hosted at Cleland 
to celebrate Dr Jane Goodall’s visit to Adelaide as part of her 
Australian tour. Dr Goodall particularly wanted to hear from 
young people and leaders in SA. 

Green Adelaide worked with other Landscape Boards, Koala 
Life, Cleland Conservation Park, Adelaide Uni, the Commissioner 
for Young People and Children and others to gather hundreds  
of youth voices from across the state which were presented in  
a 10 minute video summary to Dr Goodall and selected guests  
(20 young people/20 special guests). 

Education staff worked with the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People and the children’s SA-SRC, the Youth Environment 
Council, SA Youth Forum and with primary school students from 
our Youth Environmental Leaders Program to present their views 
on how leaders need to take action for the environment and 
what gives them hope. There was also a Forests of Hope planting 
event to celebrate Dr Goodall’s birthday.

World Urban Park Conference 

Green Adelaide proudly presented at the Conference 
by showcasing the keys to the success of the Youth 
Environment Council, a program that has celebrated 25 
years within government. Among the top three keys is the 
unwavering commitment of staff to support young people’s 
voice in advocating for the environment and their future, 
the research undertaken by staff to ensure the program 
and its principles are best practice and the partnerships 
with other educational institutions/organisations that help 
to strengthen the experience for members.

Brownhill Creek Recreation Park

In partnership with the Brownhill Creek Association and the 
Department for Environment and Water, staff supported the 
Kaurna Shelter Tree Celebration and Schools Action Day at 
Brownhill Recreation Park. 

The first part of the day celebrated the rehabilitation of 
the significant Kaurna shelter tree, involving federal, state 
and local politicians, Kaurna community representatives, 
Green Adelaide Board members, and numerous community 
groups, as well as over 170 students and staff from five 
local schools. The students participated in a series of 12 
concurrent workshops, half of which were run by students, 
learning how to monitor and developing skills to take action 
to improve biodiversity in the Brownhill Creek Recreation 
Park. Each school has adopted a patch of the park which 
they regularly work on. 

Geography Teachers Association  
of South Australia 

A new workshop was designed for the Geography Teachers 
Association of South Australia’s Annual Conference for 2023. 
During the session, teachers measured the surface temperature 
on various surfaces including artificial grass, concrete pavers 
and gravel and explore how students are being engaged in 
problem-based learning to develop their own solutions to  
a changing climate in their own communities. 

Participants then used The Urban Heat and Tree Mapping 
Viewer, an online tool, that can help us to highlight where 
surface heat builds up, observe surface temperatures so we  
can compare different land uses, designs, materials and colours, 
and identify opportunities to better plan for the future and 
mitigate the effects of climate change. 

Adelaide Botanic Gardens

The Adelaide Botanic Gardens (ABG) partnered with Green 
Adelaide to deliver the Water in the Curriculum Professional 
Development workshop. SA Water presented on their new 
virtual tour of the Adelaide Desalination Plant and water 
security, a botanist from the ABG provided an overview of  
the State Herbarium and marine plant mounting workshop  
and Green Adelaide introduced the Sustainable Schools 
initiative as well as water sensitive urban design (WSUD),  
healthy waterways, water in a green city and conducted  
an aquatic macroinvertebrate monitoring activity. 

Nature Play SA

Green Adelaide Education staff supported two professional 
development events, Play to Thrive and Taking Risks for 
Wellbeing, run by Nature Play SA. 

Green Adelaide had a display table advertising upcoming  
Green Adelaide professional development opportunities, 
Sustainable Schools program and resources and how to  
sign up for the weekly e-newsletter. 

Green
Adelaide
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Tree Hollows for Wildlife

Green Adelaide supported Port Adelaide Enfield Council with 
their school holidays event at Thomas Turner Reserve. James 
Smith from FauNature talked to the group about tree hollows 
and their importance for wildlife. Green Adelaide Education  
staff used nest box cameras to show participants inside the 
recently installed nest boxes.

Our Big Back Yard

Green Adelaide supported the City of West Torrens and OBBY 
with the School Holiday Program – Apex Park Little Day Out, 
where we handed out ID charts for native flora and fauna, 
wildlife-friendly gardens fact sheets and wetlands treasure  
hunt activities.

Arbor Day

100 community volunteers attended to plant the understory 
along the Torrens Riverbank at Lockleys, at an event coordinated 
by the City of West Torrens. 

Green Adelaide supported this event with a display of resources 
which included ID charts, Wildlife Friendly Gardens fact sheets, 
Adelaide Gardens Planting Guides and the National Park City 
‘things to do in the outdoors’ poster. 

Green
Adelaide

Children and adults identified and learned about the aquatic 
macroinvertebrates that inhabit the Torrens, including: mayfly 
larvae, damselfly larvae, shrimp, water boatman, caddisfly 
larvae and the micro-invertebrates: copepods and seed 
shrimp. Green Adelaide Ecologist, Liberty Olds, also presented 
an introduction of the Platypus into the Torrens River system. 

Spring Fling

Green Adelaide supported the City of Unley with their Spring 
Fling community event. Education staff spoke to attendees 
about enhancing biodiversity in their gardens and handed 
out copies of the new wildlife-friendly gardens fact sheets and 
associated flora and fauna ID charts. Children were engaged 
with a treasure hunt activity.
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Clean
Site
KESAB’s Clean Site program, delivered 
through the Construction Industry 
Training Board’s Doorways2Construction 
program continued in 2023-24 following 
the retirement of Richard Olesinski OAM, 
who was instrumental in the original 
development of the program with KESAB. 
We thank Richard for his tireless efforts  
for KESAB over many decades. 

Our new Clean Site Coordinator, David Davis, refreshed 
the program and delivered Clean Site to a target of 600 
students per year. 

KESAB appreciates program support by the following 
schools, colleges and educators:

•	 Thebarton Senior College

•	 Berri High School

•	 Mannum High School

•	 Murray Bridge High School

•	 Gleeson College

•	 Kapunda High School

•	 Cardijn College 

They and others continued to deliver educational training 
with financial funding support from the Construction 
and Industry Training Board and in partnership with 
the building and construction industry, state and local 
government and waste, recycling and recovery sector.

Program outcomes focus on the engagement with students 
through environmental educational training around preventing 
stormwater pollution from entering waterways and coastal 
regions, increasing awareness around recycling and resource 
recovery from construction sites, improving  
the diversion of waste from landfill, awareness in the relevant 
environmental legislation and local government legislation.

Participation in discussion from students is strongly encouraged, 
including open conversation and a final assessment confirming 
acknowledgement of their ‘takeaway’ from the presentation. 
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Road
Watch
KESAB’s long successful volunteer  
roadside litter clean up program continued 
over the year, with work with voluneer groups 
and business. 

Program highlights included:

•	 Over 60 registered groups with more than 700 volunteers 
across the state. 

•	 Ten prospective groups enquired about the program  
including two businesses. 

•	 Over 40 activity reports submitted showing  
over 200 participants across the activities.

•	 More than 365 kilograms of reported litter (many unreported), 
across 130 volunteer hours

•	 Litter type data collected showing that CDL containers  
and food and beverage packaging still make up the  
majority of litter items collected.

•	 Quarterly newsletters continue to celebrate achievements  
and share information.

•	 Increased interest from businesses supporting and engaging 
with the program.

•	 Continued to offer program taster in the ‘Wipe Out Waste’ 
program for educational sites.

•	 In-person regional community engagement at events.

•	 Metro and regional Council engagement.

•	 Engagement with multicultural groups.

•	 Program promotion at the National Caravan and Camping 
Expo.

•	 Safety induction video completed, and promotional  
video completed and shared.

•	 Volunteers recognised at the KESAB awards.
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Sustainable
Communities
The Sustainable Community Awards  
were open for submissions between 
May and September 2023 with judging  
of finalists throughout October 2023. 

There were six excellent submissions from across South 
Australia in both regional and metropolitan areas. To share the 
impact further, it was decided that the awards ceremony would 
again be combined with the Wipe Out Waste and Road Watch 
awards, creating the 2023-24 KESAB Awards in April 2024. 

KESAB was pleased to welcome the then Acting CEO of Green 
Industries, Mr Josh Wheeler to the event which was held at  
West Beach Parks, one of our partners, and had good 
representation for all programs. 

Many Sustainable Community submissions addressed  
more than one category from the following:

•	 Appearance, amenities and facilities.

•	 Community action and partnerships.

•	 Environmental sustainability and education.

•	 Health and wellbeing.

•	 Heritage and culture.

•	 Leadership and youth activities.

•	 Natural environmental management

•	 Resource recovery, waste management,  
litter prevention and enforcement.

Recognition awards were issued to The Wudinna District  
Council for their Pildappa Rock Recreation Reserve, and to the 
City of West Torrens for their Community Greening Program.

Winners

•	 Regional Finalist:  
Flinders Ranges Council

•	 District Council winner:  
The Rural City of Murray Bridge

•	 Metro Community Winner:  
Repair Café Campbelltown

•	 Regional/Overall Winner:  
Kingston District Council and Community

Case studies of their initiatives are available  
on KESAB’s website: kesab.asn.au/case-studies
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Media
Snapshot
KESAB’s social media engagement was  
via Facebook (with an annual reach  
of 83,000), LinkedIn and Instagram with  
a growing reach. 

Posts included general information relating to resource 
recovery, promotion of our school incursions, excursions and 
community engagement, as well as supporting local partners. 

The most popular posts continue to be those focused  
on recycling of specific items.

Pizza boxes go in your 

green 
organics bin

Facebook followers 

7,276

Age and gender

Reduce your packaging 
this Easter by choosing

 foil-only 
wrapped treats

Instagram followers 

1,463

Age and gender

Tips for preventing

smells in your 
kitchen caddy

Women Men

12.7%87.3%

Women Men

20.1%79.9%
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